WILL MACQUEER
and borrowing, you must excuse me; for all I mean is, give
me your money.'* The lady told him it was well he had
explained himself at last, and so gave him her gold watch,
two diamond rings and what money she had. He then shot
two of the coach horses and the horses of two footmen that
attended, and so rode off with his booty as fast as he could.
Macqueer took a particular delight in robbing the officers
of the army, because he imagined that in so doing he gave
a greater proof of his valour than he could by any other
means.
The first he robbed was one Mr Adams, a lieutenant
of the Second Regiment of Foot Guards, whom he met
between Uxbridge and Beaconsfield. The lieutenant, being
stopped before he was aware, gave our highwayman very
good words; but perceiving that Macqueer was not to be
talked out of his booty delivered six pounds to him, out
of which Macqueer gave him back ten shillings to bear his
charges.
Another officer whom he robbed was Captain Shooter,
a man of bravery and resolution, who would not tamely
part with what he had, and had like to have made our
highwayman pay dearly for his affected courage. Their
meeting was on Hampstead Heath, where they fired several
pistols at each other without doing any damage on either
side. They then rode up together, with their swords drawn,
and made a great many pushes. Macqueer had certainly
been worsted at this exercise if he had not bethought
himself of another pistol in his breeches' pocket, which he
pulled out and discharged suddenly through the captain's
head, when he apprehended nothing but the sword. He
got at least fifty guineas and a silver watch by this murder.
The last robbery he was concerned in was in company
with William Selwood, alias Jenkins, another old offender.
They took two hundred and fifty guineas from one Mr
Benjamin Watts on Hounslow Heath. For this fact they
were both taken, condemned, and on Friday, the ist of
May, 1691, executed together at Tyburn, Macqueer being
in the twenty-eighth year of his age.
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